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Edvard Munch




The Scream
Tempera on cardboard, ¢. 1893
36 x28.9in / 91x73.5m
Nasjonalmuseet (Oslo, Norway)

) EDVARD MUNCH
b. 1863, Adalsbruk, Norway; d. 1944, Oslo, Norway

How does Edvard Munch's
The Scream inspire you?

dvard Munch, a Norwegian
E Modernist artist, is recognized for

his profound exploration of human
anxiety and inner turmoil, often reflecting
on the deep psychological tension
throughout his life. His most famous work,
The Scream, centers on a panic-stricken
creature with hands clasped to its face, set
against the abstract landscape of an Oslo
bay and swirling, stratospheric clouds.

Initially titled The Shriek, Munch created
the work following a hallucinatory episode
while walking along a bay where he heard
a huge endless scream course through
nature. This existential experience led him
to create multiple interpretations of the

composition between 1893 and 1910 in
oils, pastels, and tempera.
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Obscured in the sky is a small pencil
inscription that translates to "Can only
have been painted by a madman!" This
marking acts as a self-reflection on the
part of Munch, who art historians believe
added the exclamation in 1895 following
the critique that the painting must be the
work of someone mentally disturbed. His
dark exploration of the human condition
continues to captivate audiences and
provoke discussion over a century later,
making The Scream a timeless symbol of
existential anxiety.




